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A new subspecies of Dysphania numana (Cramer) (Geometridae, Geometrinae) 
from Kur Island, southwest of Irian Jaya 
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Abstract Dysphania numana kurensis subsp. nov. is described from Kur Island, southwest of Irian 
Jana and west of Kai Island, with illustrations of moths. 


Key words Dysphania, numana, snelleni, subspecies, nominotypical, Kur Island, Kai Island. 


Prout (1927: 61-62) divided Dysphania numana (Cramer) into 23 subspecies and illustrated 
many of them in colour. D. numana is widely distributed in New Guinea and its adjacent 
islands, the Solomons and Australia. D. numana snelleni (Pagenstecher, 1886: 163), from 
Kai Islands (Kei Inseln) (Figs 1, 2) is one of the subspecies, characterized by the broad yel- 
low terminal band of the hindwing. I have examined more than 10 specimens of snelleni 
and have found that the maculations of both wings are almost constant: the terminal black 


Figs 1-4. Dysphania numana subspp. 1. D. n. snelleni (Pagenstecher), & (wingspan 82 mm). 2. 
Ditto, ļ (77 mm). 3. D. n. kurensis subsp. nov. Holotype # (82 mm). 4. Ditto. Paratype 
JS (84 mm). 
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marks in the cells of the hindwing are usually confined to the dorsal area but rarely continu- 
ing to near the tornus. The genitalia of both sexes are identical with those of the nomino- 
typical subspecies from Ceram and Amboina. Holloway et al. (2001, pl. 5: 15) showed a 
picture of snelleni as an independent species. 


Dysphania numana kurensis subsp. nov. (Figs 3, 4) 


The black area of both wings is usually more extensive than in numana snelleni and thus 
the semi-transparent marks are more or less reduced and the yellow terminal band of the 
hindwing narrower, the black marks in cells more strongly developed, a round black spot at 
the tornus is often very heavy, while in snelleni such a spot is rather rarely indicated. The 
male genitalia of snelleni and kurensis are indistinguishable. 


Holotype. &, and paratypes, 7 3: Kur Island, southwest of Irian Jaya and west of Kai 
Island, vi. 1997. The holotype will be deposited in The Natural History Museum, London, 
after the publication of this paper. 
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Dysphania numana D— J E E (O x 7 WET T V x 7 ERD GEE) 


Dysphania numana (Cramer) 4 => 2 —¥ 27 L ZORLU ODBA BLUZA RITE DAL, 
Prout (1927) IC k o T23 OREK C MES NAT. D. numana snelleni (Pagenstecher) tł 4 ) 7 X 
Xr VOM ICME Y b Kai Island DEET, KAINO RER ko CHEOIT ON TW. KRU 
TERR L 7e D. numana kurensis & > ò Hf EFE Kai Island O PG |< & 4/|\ BS Kur Island Æ C, snelleni ic k 
LATUAR, RBIN BOS HB ELT CT, SBICH SBMS MYL, ACh DRAA 
(BIEL TWAT EMBBWDS, snelleni Cid = OAS Ze VMAADSE BIN ICH. ZB Seram Island HOH 
% Hb BIL (1989, A Fits L (217): 7, fig. 23) IC ko TEADE NTA. 
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